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Appendix

Part I. Eight Groups of Documents on Marriage
See pp. 97—100 above.

If not otherwise indicated, the documents analyzed were written
in Fustat (Old Cairo).

Sums are in dinars (d). (For its purchasing power see Preface.)
The immediate and delayed installments of the marriage gift of the
husband (designated A and B) and their total are indicated thus:
50 + 100 = 150. Sums in parentheses are arrived at by calculation.
Thus, 50 (+ 100) = 150 means that in the document analyzed only
the numbers 50 and 150 are visible. Where only one of the two in-
stallments or only the total is preserved, the fact is indicated thus:
A:50. B:100. Total:150.

“Incomplete” means that one or several leaves of a record book
are missing; “frag.” signifies that the paper or vellum on which the
document is written is only partly preserved; “not completed”
means that the writer of the MS did not finish.

M.c., marriage contract (ketubba); m., marriage; GT, grand total.
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Part II. General Data about Marriage Gift and Dowry and

ABBREVIATIONS

A

GT
sm
T

w

the Status of Bride and Groom

See pp. 99—-100, above.

marriage gift at the conclusion of the marriage
contract

payment at the termination of the marriage

divorcée

dowry

divorcée remarried to original husband

father of bride noted as dead

father of groom noted as dead. (The absence of a
mark does not prove that the father was alive. [n
lists of trousseaux and other marriage documents
copied in the record books the clerks often did not
care to enter this detail.)

grand total of marriage gift and dowry

second marriage (widowed or divorced)

total of A and B

widow

All numbers designate dinars; 1 dinar = approximately 40 dirhems.

When not otherwise indicated, the document was issued at Fustat, or
the relevant detail is lost.

Bodleian manuscripts, usually written, e.g., Bodl. MS Heb. d 66 (Cat.
2878), f. 47, appear thus: d 66 (2878), f. 47.

1 + 1 =2 means that the MS notes A, B, and T.

1 + 1 indicates that the MS mentions solely A and B.

As a rule, the marriage contracts contain A + B =T, whereas the records
or drafts about a marriage note solely A and B.
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SUMMARY

The demarcation lines between the various socioeconomic groups were
drawn not only in accordance with the amount of the marriage gift but
also in consideration of other circumstances, such as the status of the
spouses and, especially, the value of the dowry or of gifts of houses or

parts of them.

Category Item number Total
L Destitute

A less than 5 1-39, 197-203, 205, 329-330, 346 50

B less than 10 238-242 5

T 12 304, 352 2
57

IIa. Poor

A + B less than 41/2, 45-57, 59-62, 64-66, 331-332 24

5+ 20

Ab 206-210 5

B 10-17 243-245, 247/8, 251-259, 349 15

T 15-20 305-307, 353 4

D 30 358 1
49

IIb. Very modest

A+B5+ 20 67, 69-89, 91-94, 96-98, 100-102 32

through 10 + 15

A10 211/2,214/5 4

B 20-30 261-275, 350 16

T 25 308 1

GT 47 1/2-90 40, 44, 63, 204, 246, 249, 250, 314/5, 12

321/2, 356

D 56 359 1

Special 107 1
67

IIc. Modest
A+B10+20° 103-106, 108/9,111-113, 115-117, 39

through 10 + 60
T 30-35
GT 100-140

119-128, 130-136, 138-144, 334-337

309-313
68, 90, 95, 323-324

N
Ol ov G
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Category Item number Total
Hla. Lower middle class

A+B15+20 145-147, 149, 151/2, 154-158, 160-163,
through 20 + 60 339-343 21
A 15-25 216-230, 347/8 17
B 31-40 276-278, 295/6, 351 6
T 40-62 314-316, 354/5 5
GT ca. 150-380 99,110, 114,118,129, 137,172, 185, 15
213, 289, 294, 325, 326, 333, 357
D 150-359 360-363
68
IITb. Upper middle class
A+B30+50 165-171, 173-184, 186-188, 344 23
through 55 + 100
A 30-50 231-235 5
B 50-100 279-288, 290-293, 297-302 20
GT ca. 450-800 43, 58, 148, 150, 153, 159, 164, 281, 10
327/8
D ca. 500-750 364/5 2
60
1V. Wealthy
A+B80+120 189-196 8
through 200 + 300
A 100 237/8 2
B 200 303 1
T 150-500 317-320 4
D 1000+ 366 1
16
Totals
I. Destitute 57
I1a. Poor 49
IIb. Very Modest 67
I[Ic. Modest 49
Subtotal 165
IIla. Lower Middle Class 68
IIIb. Upper Middle Class 60
Subtotal 128
IV. Wealthy 16
Total 366
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Since the poor had more opportunity to leave their family papers with
the courts, and hence in the Geniza, than those better off, the actual
economic situation of the community might have been somewhat better
than indicated by the analysis. But their business letters and contracts
{Med. Soc., 1. 214-217) indicate that there could not have been much dif-
ference between the picture emerging from the Geniza and reality.

The lists and the summary are a first attempt at arranging the vast
Geniza material on the economic aspects of marriage in a semblance of
statistics. The pronounced stratification of the society emerging from
them is remarkable. Naturally, no claim to completeness is made. The
multifarious realities of the economics of marriage must be studied in the
light of the entire material presented in this volume.
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